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Articles about chapter events and the members 
present, technical subjects, and personal experiences 
that would be of interest to the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
(MAC) membership are welcome for inclusion in the 
Signal Seeker. In addition classified advertisements 
may be submitted for inclusion as space permits. Email 
is the preferred means, but we have the ability to scan 
both text and pictures if you send them by mail.

MAC

Issue Date Articles Due Publish Date

Spring March 15 March 29 
Summer June 1 June 15
Fall September 1 September 15
Winter December 1 December 15

Signal Seeker Schedule

Business cards must be no larger than 2-inches by 
3.5 inches. Yearly Rates; MAC members: $20.00, 
non-members; $30.00

Member corvette related classified “Wanted and Parts for 
Sale” are free; however, they cannot be carried over to the 
next issue unless requested before the issue deadline.

Advertising requests should be sent to:

MAC Treasurer: 
Don Harris at donh45@yahoo.com

Full Year 
(4 issues)

Single 
Issue

Full Page (8.5” x 11”) $250.00 $65.00
Half Page $140.00 $35.00
Quarter Page $75.00 $20.00
1/16 Page $50.00 $15.00

Commercial Advertising

Business Card Advertising
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Elected Officers
Chair Jerry Duffey duffey302@cox.net
Vice Chair Jim Board jboard@cox.net
Treasurer Don Harris donh45@yahoo.com
Secretary Steve Snyder steve_n_marie@comcast.net
Judging Chair Page Campbell pcampbell3618@comcast.net
Regional Directors
Northeastern Vacant
Southeastern Ken Hartzog corvette6976@cox.net
Southwestern Bob Baird envcons@comcast.net
Northwestern Ron Wilson wilball@comcast.net

Your Ad Here

2015 MAC Board of Directors

Appointed Board Members 
Charitable Activities Ellen Strawmyre

K.C.Strawmyre
suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com

Historian Vacant
Membership Manager Reid Newcomb newcomb.reid@comcast.net
Merchandise Manager Vacant 
Nat’l Corvette Museum Ambassador Jim Board jboard@cox.net
NCRS Chapter Awards Representative Martha Baird envcons@comcast.net
Personal Property Manager Bob Baird envcons@comcast.net
Signal Seeker Editors-in-Chief Vacant

Signal Seeker Pub. & Distribution Larry Negley & Ron Wilson larry.negley@acps.k12.md.us
wilball@comcast.net

Technical Advisors Mike McCagh & Jeremy Turner marylandmissle@atlanticbb.net
turnerjt63@comcast.net

Website Manager                                       Gary Wilkerson gary.wilkerson@comcast.net

We Now Have 
New Advertsing Opportunities 

and Ad Rates

To place an ad, contact MAC Treasurer,
Don Harris at donh45@yahoo.com
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January 
21-24

Florida Regional 
Lakeland, FL

March 14 MAC Tech Session and 
Fundraiser 
Jack Evans Chevrolet
Front Royal VA

March 19-21    Arizona Regional 
Tucson, Arizona

April/TBD MAC Tech session 
Gettysburg, PA  
Frank Buck

April 23-25 Carolinas Regional
Concord, NC

April 23-25 Spring Carlisle
Carlisle, PA

May 2 MAC Road Tour   
Zip Products, Mechanicsville, VA

May 14-17 Heart of America Regional
Joplin, MO

June 19-20 MAC Spring Judging 
Meet and  School
Zip Products, Mechanicsville, VA

July 19-24 National Convention
Denver, CO

August 
28-30

Corvettes at Carlisle
Carlisle, PA

August 29 13th Annual Picnic 
Shippensburg, PA
K.C. and Sue Strawmyre (717-423-6735)
Mike and Connie Hair (717-263-0792)

Sept 10-12 Wisconsin Regional
Oconomowoc, WI

Sept 19 MAC Tech Session
Klick Lewis Chevrolet, Palmyra PA

October 1-4 Fall Carlisle
Carlisle, PA

October 
TBD

MAC Judging Meet
Location TBD

October  
22-24

Texas Regional
Frisco TX

November 
TBD

MAC Annual Meeting
Location TBD

2015
MAC Schedule of Events

Welcome New Members
For detailed contact information on new members, 
please email Reid at newcomb.reid@comcast.net

Caleb “Reese” & Gayle Burgoyne
Springfield, VA

 Jim Cella & Catherine Grove
York, PA 

 Andrew & Elena Saft
Harrisburg, VA

We at MAC take great pride in welcoming our new 
members. Our chapter has been growing and striving 
to meet new challenges since 1982. Our members come 
from a variety of backgrounds, some with expertise on 
restorations, some with knowledge of Corvette history 
and some who just enjoy taking an occasional drive on a 
Sunday afternoon. Whatever your interests may be, please 
take some time to mark your calendar with our upcoming 
events and activities. As always, we look forward to 
seeing you and your family attending MAC events (your 
car or cars to be included of course). Should you have 
any membership questions, please call Reid Newcomb at 
(410) 742-3070, email: newcomb.reid@comcast.net or 
contact any MAC officer.

MAC 
Membership

Reid Newcomb

Mid-Atlantic Chapter
mourns the recent passing of:

Catherine Brightbill
November 19, 2014

Mrs. Brightbill was the mother of Dennis Brightbill.

Joseph J. Sangrey
November 20, 2014

Joe was the brother of MAC Charter Member Bill Sangrey.
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Hello again everybody. I hope your holidays had 
many fun-filled and enjoyable events. As I reflect 
on 2014 I am pleased with all of MAC’s enjoyable 

tech sessions, judging sessions, picnics, dinners, a road 
tour and more. I know of very few NCRS Chapters or even 
Corvette clubs who are as active as MAC. MAC started the 
year with a roster of 134 and we have added many new 
members as the year progressed. That is a sizable number 
of people and shows that our Chapter is doing a great job 
providing interesting topics and informational sessions.  

I feel very lucky and honored to have served as MAC’s Chair 
during 2014. It’s not something I ever expected to do back 
when I joined MAC in 1988. Back in those days I wasn’t 
a “volunteer” type. I sat in the back of the room a lot and 
was embarrassed to talk about my ‘66 convertible that I 
had bought in Oklahoma. It was such a rusted disaster I 
normally never talked about it. Top Flight? Are you kidding 
me? I figured I wouldn’t even get a “thanks for showing 
up” award.  However, after 30 years, I can think of no 
organization in which I would rather hold an officer position 
than NCRS, and MAC in particular. It goes without saying, 
(but I’m going to say it) the other officers, appointed 
officers, former Chairs and their spouses are truly the best.  
During my tenure, regardless of who I called or what time it 
was, everybody came to the rescue or jumped in at the last 
minute to help with an event. Our membership was always 
available for help, advice, recommendations, suggestions 
and all the support necessary to pull off an event in our 
schedule. I thank you all for that. Keep in mind, the Chapter 
events you attend and enjoy don’t occur by accident. They 
represent a tremendous effort by many of your fellow 
members, who devote countless hours to the Chapter. Try 
to thank them whenever you can. Your gratitude is the only 
currency they receive.  

I want to take this opportunity to thank my MAC Vice Chair, 
Jim Hofferbert and his wife Diane, for their constant and 
continuous help during all of 2014.  Diane did a marvelous 
job maintaining the merchandise inventory and ordering 
all of MAC’s branded items. This effort took lots of time 
and required her to be at every event which, as most of 
us who are married know, is a demanding effort. Jim 

John Carpenter

Message From the Chair

took on the Vice Chair position with great enthusiasm. 
He managed the entire Chapter schedule of events for 
the year and performed all of the logistics requirements 
perfectly with not one glitch in any MAC event. He worked 
with MAC members who were willing to take the lead on 
an event; he worked with hosts; he timed the sessions 
and successfully encouraged MAC members to present 
topics of interest. Having held several MAC officer 
positions, he knew of the many pitfalls and speed bumps 
that could occur and helped identify them for me. Always 
supportive, he “had my back” with advice, suggestions, 
recommendations and offers to step up for any reason at 
any time. I appreciate his devoted help and support while 
I was the Chair.

MAC was formed in 1982 and chartered in West Virginia 
in 1985. I have been an active member of MAC since 
1988 and been blessed to have the opportunity to hold 
positions within the Chapter. I have been Historian and 
my wife Susan and I have been the editors for the chapter 
newsletter, Signal Seeker, for five years. The newsletter 
always has many interesting and informative articles 
written by MAC members. It can only be as good as 
the contributors and we have had many. As a co-editor, 
my wife Susan provided all the graphics support for 
Signal Seeker, designed logos for national and regional 
conventions, designed a masthead for another NCRS 
chapter and developed other graphics contributions.  We 
enjoyed the responsibilities and I particularly enjoyed 
meeting people I never would have known if not for MAC. 
I believe MAC is the best Chapter in NCRS, not necessarily 
because of the cars we own but because of the people the 
Chapter attracts.  MAC seems to have the most passionate, 
creative, talented, experienced, knowledgeable, and 
recognized experts. I believe this is why MAC has lasted 
so long and why it continues to grow.  

MAC will have new officers in 2015. They are a dynamic 
and enthusiastic group with many having served in 
Chapter officer positions for several years.  I can assure 
you the Chapter will be in good hands and I look forward 
to attending MAC’s events in 2015.  See you in the spring 
my friends.
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My 1969 Corvette by Larry Watkins

This is not so much an NCRS story as it is a lost and 
found story.

My interest in cars, and specifically Corvettes, began 
when I was about 12 years old  — in the late 1950’s.  
There were not many Corvettes around at that time.  My 
dream was to own one someday. The dream evolved into 
a goal and the goal eventually developed into a plan.  After 
graduating from college in 1968, in October I ordered my 
first new Corvette, a 1969 coupe. (It would be another 
44 years until I ordered my next new Corvette.) I was 
debating between Burgundy and Fathom Green for the 
exterior color but settled on Fathom Green with Saddle 
interior. The car was ordered from Miller Chevrolet in 
Hershey, PA; their Corvette allocation for 1969 was one, 
and it was going to be mine. The car was delivered in 
January 1969. It was to be my daily driver, so January 
was not the best time of year to become familiar with my 
new ride.

In the spring of 1971, I sold the car to Stoudt Auto of 
Reading, PA as I was about to be married and concluded 
that furniture might be more useful than a sports car as 
we began our new life together. However, I retained the 
original window sticker and other sales documentation 
as a remembrance of the car.

Fast forward a few decades, and a few Corvettes 
later: my youngest daughter, Holly and her boyfriend, 
George, were asking about the old ‘69 Vette and 
expressed an interest in the car, so I dug out the old 
photos and documentation to show them. The window 
sticker included the VIN and George began some kind 
of database research last summer to determine if the 
car still existed. The first search resulted in a deadend 
so my conclusion was that the car had probably been 
trashed somewhere along the way. However, unknown 
to me at the time, George’s search continued in collusion 
with my wife Carol into a different database. They found 
that the last known owner in Pennsylvania was Thomas 
Chevrolet in Media. Thomas Chevrolet is the dealership 
currently used by Holly for service on her Tahoe since 
she moved to the Philadelphia area after purchasing it 

from Klick-Lewis. Last September, Holly spoke to the 
dealership owner, Tom Ercolani, about the Corvette. Tom 
remembered the car from a number of years ago. He 
explained that the car had been traded into his brother’s 
dealership, James Chevrolet. James Chevrolet had some 
financial issues and Thomas Chevrolet purchased James 
Chevrolet. As part of that transaction, Thomas Chevrolet 
was required to liquidate all assets of James Chevrolet 
including vehicle inventory, which included the 1969 
Corvette.  It was sold at the Manheim auction to Fred 
Simon of Simon Chevrolet in Woonsocket, Rhode Island.  
That was in June, 2005.

When Holly found out this information she sent an 
email to my wife that erroneously got to me instead, 
but it seemed so vague that I didn’t know what she was 
referring to. Then she called and explained that they had 
found my ‘69 Vette.

Tom Ercolani told Holly he would like to meet me, 
so I called him and arranged to meet him at Thomas 
Chevrolet on the way back from the Free State Corvette 
Club weekend event at Ocean City, Maryland. He was 
very accommodating and had already checked with Fred 
Simon to see if he still had the car. Fred still had it as 
part of his own personal collection. After meeting Tom at 
the dealership, he offered to make an introductory call to 
Fred and explain that I was the original owner. Tom was 
glad to be part of this story and offered to do whatever 
he could.

I called Fred Simon a few days later and asked if we could 
come to Rhode Island to see the car and if he would have 
any interest in selling it. He said “I’m a dealer – everything 
is for sale.” We agreed to travel to Woonsocket, Rhode 
Island to see the car. 

In the meantime I began talking with a few knowledgeable 
people — Rick Risser, Dave Gray, and Tim Sandoe. I 
received very helpful tips on things to look for and 
where to look for them. I was especially concerned and 
interested to know if the original 427, 400 horse tri-power 
engine was still in the car. Rick provided instruction on 



SIGNAL SEEKER Winter 2014   7

where to look for the VIN on the engine pad on the front 
of the block.

We left for Woonsocket on a beautiful fall weekend to 
travel to New England. We stopped at Mystic Seaport in 
Connecticut and Rick and I connected by phone.

The next day we met Fred Simon at the dealership and 
he escorted us to the service area where he had the 
Vette  ready for us to view. Fred is a well-seasoned 
sales person and must also be a very positive thinker 
because he already had a sold sign on the windshield 
of the car. After some brief discussion, he left Carol and 
me alone with the car to inspect it. My first impression 
was that the car was in better shape than I imagined it 
would be. The primary disappointment however, and it 
was a big one, was that the original side exhaust had 

been converted to rear exhaust by some previous owner. 
Based on Rick’s instructions I immediately checked the 
engine pad to verify the VIN on the pad. I took a number 
of pictures of the car including the pad on the engine 
because the last few digits of the VIN were not clear, but 
everything else was — the date, LQ representing 427, 
and the first part of the VIN. Fred gave me a folder that 
was in the car; it was documentation of restoration work 
done by the owner of the car in 1996 at County Corvette. 
Fred insisted we drive the car. We did. It now had 70,000 
miles on the odometer. When I sold it in 1971 in West 
Chester, PA, it had about 24,000 miles on it, so it had 
only averaged a little over 1,000 miles per year since 
then. Fred Simon had only put about 250 miles on in the 
8½ years since he purchased it at Manheim in 2005.

Old memories arose in driving it again. It was somewhat 
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squeaky and had lots more rattles compared to our new 
Vette, but I had to remember it was 45 years old. I asked 
my wife Carol what she thought of it and she replied “I 
think we better take it home!”  She always liked the car 
and was disappointed when I made the decision to sell 
it right before we were married. Fred allowed me to take 
the folder along to look through at the hotel that evening. 
As I read through it that evening it became clear that the 
work that was done in 1996 was very extensive.

I emailed pictures from the hotel that evening to Dave 
Gray and Rick Risser for their observations. Dave called 
me the next morning and we discussed issues and 
concluded that the engine was almost certain to be the 
original.

Fred Simon was not pushy, and we left expressing 
interest but without committing to purchase it. I needed 
to think about it and discuss it further with Rick, Dave, 
and Tim Sandoe. I also decided to call County Corvette 
and talk with them. I spoke with one of the company 
principals who had signed off on the restoration project 
in 1996 and I explained I was the original owner. 
He remembered the car and the work they had done. 
Interestingly, when they did the work on the car it came 
into their shop painted Burgundy (one of the 2 colors I 
considered originally) and the owner wanted it back to 
the original Fathom Green. I asked if he thought it would 
be inappropriate to call the man who owned the car back 
then and he felt it would be OK  — they had done other 
work for him.

I contacted the man who owned the car and had the 
restoration work done in 1996. He found my story very 
interesting and asked how many miles were now on the 
car. His recollection was that it had mid-to-high 60’s 
when he traded it for a Z06 at James Chevrolet. After 
the restoration work he had only used it occasionally for 
shows, parades, and such.

I was beginning to feel more comfortable with the car’s 
current status, but I continued to talk with Rick, Dave, 
and Tim. I think it was a conversation with Tim that finally 
pushed me to the purchase decision when he observed 

how rare and unusual this whole story was and that I 
might regret making a decision not to buy it back.

We got back to Fred Simon to close the deal on the 
purchase and I arranged for Thomas Sunday Transport 
to bring the car from Rhode Island to Klick-Lewis. I 
wanted Rick’s people to go over the car and do some 
service on it. It arrived at Klick-Lewis the Saturday 
before Thanksgiving in November, 2013.  The work was 
completed and I took the car home on Christmas Eve.  
What a Christmas present, to be reunited after almost 43 
years — and my wife was happy!  You all know the old 
cliché — a happy wife makes a happy life.

The car is not NCRS caliber as it is right now in my 
opinion and I’m not sure that I will pursue that, but some 
additional work will probably be done on it over time.  
The first question any of my friends and family members 
ask who knew the car back in the day is “Are you going 
to put the side pipes back on it?” That remains to be 
determined – it’s an expensive project.

I just completed putting American Racing Torque Thrust 
spoke wheels on it similar to the way I had it in 1969, but 
I retained the correct rally wheels and rims for it.
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• It is corrosive to some metals;

Mark thinks the use of a fuel stabilizer is mandatory to 
maintain the health and integrity of fuel systems in vehicles 
stored for over 90 days. There are many companies who 
make stabilizers including STA-BIL, PRI products, Star 
Tron, CRC, and others.  Mark prefers Envirotek product’s 
G.T.A. fuel stabilizer. Where ethanol free fuel is available, 
it is best to use it in your vintage car.

After a short break we were treated to a story about the 
life of Larry Watkins’ 1969 Corvette. It is a very interesting 
tale that appears on page 6 of this Signal Seeker. Page 

Campbell, MAC’s Judging Chairman gave a 
presentation about judging anomalies that have 
been and still can be experienced when judging 
mid-year Corvettes. Page’s presentation specifically 
addressed trim and vin tags and things to look for 
when judging. After lunch, Rick Risser and other 
members of his staff briefed MAC members on the 

operation and specifics of the new 
C7. Rick gave us the opportunity to 
sit in and observe the intricacies of 
the car which is a big change from 
previous generations. It has enjoyed 
rave reviews and is certainly a 
stunning car to look at and drive. 
After a few sidebar discussions, we 

all left for the day. Thanks very 
much to Rick Risser and his staff 
for providing MAC’s members 
with a well equipped facility and 
hosting our tech session.

Klick Lewis Tech Session and Judging Event
by John Carpenter

On September 13, 2014, MAC members met at Klick 
Lewis Chevrolet in Palmyra, PA for a technical 

session and judging school. The session was hosted by 
Dealer Partner Rick Risser who has opened his facility to 
MAC many times through the years. The meeting kicked 
off at 9:00 a.m. with an update by Mark Dunbar about 
ethanol fuel and the impact it is having on our collectible 
vehicles. Mark has been in the auto repair business 
for over 20 years with experience as a GM dealership 
technician, independent repair shop technician, and 
community college teacher. His fact-driven presentation 
included several “do’s and don’ts” that every vintage car 
owner needs to know. His pointers 
included:

• Don’t store a full tank of fuel 
(vented)

• Don’t add Isopropyl alcohol                   
(dry gas)

• Do use a fuel additive

• Do expect to replace rubber fuel lines 
and seals in vehicles from the 1980’s;

• Do have the carburetor adjusted.

Facts about ethanol include:

• While the heating value of ethanol 
is less than gasoline, 
it burns cleaner and 
increases octane by 
approximately 2%.

• Ethanol fuel reduces 
mileage by 3%;

• It cleans fuel lines and 
tanks to the point it can 
completely contaminate 
fuel filters;

• It reacts with fiberglass 
tanks prior to the 1990’s;

• It has the ability to “phase 
separate;”

• It’s storage life is 90 days;

• It is hygroscopic (attracts 
water);

From top: Attendees listen to Mark 
Dunbar discuss the impact of 
ethanol fuel on vintage vehicles.
Page Campbell discusses judging 
anomalies, particularly regarding 
trim and vin tags.

Rick Risser briefs MAC members on the new C7 
Corvette.
Marie Snyder pauses for a snapshot. When 
she isn’t driving her C5, Marie is training as a 
competitive inline speed skater.  This year she 
drove her Corvette from Pennsylvania to Lincoln 
Nebraska (with a detour to the NCM along the 
way) to take gold in Novice Masters Women at 
the USA Roller Sports indoor Nationals.
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Near right: Painstakingly 
restored, the famous B-29, 

the Enola Gay is on display 
at the Smithsonian’s Air  and 
Space Museum’s Udvar-Hazy 
building near Dulles Aiport in 

Northern Virginia.
Far right:  The group 

overlooks the Mary Baker 
Engen Restoration Facility 

as Smithsonian docent Scott 
Willey (second from left) 

answers questions about 
aircraft restoration

Right: Quiet on 
a Saturday and 

neat as a pin, 
the restoration 
hangar is filled 

with current 
projects.

On October 18, 2014, MAC members were treated 
to a tour of the Smithsonian National Air and 

Space Museum, Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center in 
Chantilly, VA. The facility consists of two rather large 
hangers and thousands of aircraft and space artifacts 
to observe and enjoy. Some notable displays include 
an SR-71 Blackbird, the space shuttle Discovery, 
a Concorde, and the Enola Gay. The Enola Gay is of 
particular interest since it is the aircraft that dropped 
the first nuclear bomb “Little Boy” over Hiroshima, 
Japan. The Smithsonian also has a training shape of 
“Fat Man” that was dropped over Nagasaki, Japan. The 
aircraft is positioned beneath a mezzanine walkway 
so that visitors can look down into the cockpit. Many 

MAC Visits Udvar-Hazy Restoration by John Carpenter

of the aircraft exhibits on display were restored at the 
Paul E. Garber Preservation, Restoration, and Storage 
Facility in Suitland, MD. That location is now strictly for 
the storage of artifacts.

As a former docent for 10 years at the Garber facility, I 
thought it would be interesting for MAC to view some of 
the aircraft that have been restored as well as checkout 
the Mary Baker Engen Restoration Hanger. This is the 
only facility where Smithsonian aircraft are now restored 
and preserved. I arranged for docent Scott Willey to 
provide the tour 
because he has 
been a museum 



SIGNAL SEEKER Winter 2014   11

Engine Stand - 2ea

Hydraulic Engine Crane & Tilter - 2ea

C1 / C2 Body Lifting Jig - 2ea

Solid Axle Rebound Strap Riveting 
Tool

Solid Axle Rear Spring Banding Tool

Engine Start-Up “Dash Board” Box

California Screamin’ 
NCRS Racing DVD

NCRS Training 5 DVD Set 
Judging 101, Ops, Matrix Training, 
Ref Manual, Paint & Fiberglass

Coil Spring Compressor

Mid-Year Trailing Arm Tools

Radiator Stamp Kit 
“GM” “16 CT” “06A CG”

Bob Baird / (804) 368-8465 / envcons@ comcast.net

MAC owns a collection of tools and literature, 
primarily unique to Corvette restoration and repair, 
for use by members. Generally these are special 
use tools needed one time during a restoration/
repair project. If you have any suggestions for 
other unique tools that would make it possible 
to do your restoration task yourself, let me know 
and I can present your suggestion to the Board 
of Directors.

volunteer for over 20 years and also volunteers in 
the Restoration Hanger.  Scott gave us a tour of 
the main part of the museum as well as an in-depth 
explanation of all that is being restored.  A glassed-in 
mezzanine allowed us to look over several restoration 
projects  in progress. Those include a Curtiss SB2C-5 
Helldiver, a Sikorsky Flying Boat, and a famous Martin 
B-26 Marauder named Flak-Bait. Restoration of these 
artifacts is akin to the restoration of a Corvette. The 
procedures are based on factory prints and other 
documentation so that  the restorations are truly 
“Top Flight.” One example is that every part replaced 
is stamped with an identifier that shows the part is 
not original. That way if the aircraft is ever restored 
again, specialists will know what is original and what 
isn’t. Our docent gave us a detailed explanation of the 
restoration work, tools, and procedures used by the 
restoration specialists.

After the tour, Jim and Diane Hofferbert hosted a 
cookout at their residence. It was a perfect topper 
for the day. Jim has held many positions in MAC 
leadership including Vice Chair for 2014. His wife 
Diane has been merchandise manager for the Chapter. 
Their services over the years are much appreciated. 
We all left for home reflecting on an enjoyable and 
educational day.

Top: The Space Shuttle Discovery is on display. Little to 
no restoration was needed, fortunately, because where 
would one get the parts?



12   NCRS Mid Atlantic Chapter

2014 MAC Annual Meeting by John Carpenter

The Mid Atlantic Chapter of NCRS held its final 2014 tech 
sessions and the 2014 annual meeting on December 

6th at the Hospitality House and Conference Center in 
Fredericksburg, VA. Jim Board kicked off the technical 
sessions at 9:00 a.m. with an in-depth presentation of 
his experiences purchasing a new 2013 Z06 Corvette. 
Jim elected to choose the option to help assemble his 
engine at the General Motors Performance Build Center 
in Wixom, Michigan followed by a museum delivery. Jim 
and his son and daughter thoroughly enjoyed this once-
in-a-lifetime experience.

The second technical session, (worth one judging point) 
was a discussion about the judging reference manual 
by Page Campbell, K.C. Strawmyre, and Chuck Berge.  
These three MAC members are recognized experts in 
NCRS and have confronted many situations at 
judging events that demanded in-depth knowledge 
and hands-on experience that can only come 
through years of involvement with the restoration 
of Corvettes of all generations.

Dr. Bob Baird conducted the third tech session 
which compared fuel injection systems. The 
Chevrolet Engineering Research Vehicle (CERV), 
a.k.a. Corvette Engineering 
Racing Vehicle, was equipped 
with a 283 engine that was 
refined and tuned to the point 
of producing a whopping 350 
HP! The special fuel injection 
unit that helped achieve this 
350 HP was developed by Lou 
Cuttitta, who also developed 
the FI unit for the Corvette SS. 
A number of modifications 

were made to the original unit; the most prominent were 
the “mailbox” plenum with extended runners and air 
meter on one end, which led Lou to refer to the unit as 
his “Hobby Horse.”

Following lunch the annual meeting was called to order by 
Chairman John Carpenter. Secretary Steve Snyder read 
last year’s minutes. They were accepted and followed by 
a treasurer’s report by MAC treasurer, Don Harris. These 
two reports were followed by 11 committee reports and 
all were accepted without exception.  With no unfinished, 
new or old business to discuss the meeting progressed 
to the vote for the 2015 MAC officers.  Votes were cast, a 
tally committee counted and recorded the votes and Jerry 
Duffey was nominated to the Chair position. Jim Board 
ran unopposed for Vice Chair and also was elected. The 

other officer positions were elected 
by acclamation.

Following the annual meeting, several 
members stayed to enjoy a fabulous 
dinner followed by a fun holiday gift 
exchange. At conclusion of the event 
we all left for home with appreciation 
of another enjoyable year with MAC.

Top: 2014 MAC 
Chairman John 
Carpenter opens the 
annual meeting. 
Left: Members 
enjoy tech sessions 
presented by 
Jim Board, Page 
Campbell, K.C. 
Strawmyre, Chuck 
Berge (near left) and 
Bob Baird (below, 
with “hobby horse”  

FI unit inset).

Far left: Newly elected officers for 2015 are (from 
left to right), Steve Snyder, Secretary; Jerry Duffey; 
Chairman, Jim Board, Vice Chairman; Page Campbell, 
Judging Chairman; and Don Harris, Treasurer.
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corvette parts & accessories

Parts. Performance. Apparel. Accessories. ‘53 to C7 Stingray.
www.zip-corvette.com  800-962-9632  international 804-746-2290

O beautiful.
Cruising under spacious skies in a Corvette is the embodiment of Made in the USA. Enter C7 – a rolling showcase 

of automotive engineering done right. Since 1977 Zip Products has helped cross flags 
enthusiasts command their open road. We’re committed. From sea to shining sea. 

Now that’s what we call beautiful.
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NCM Ambassador’s Report by Jim Board

It’s safe to say 2014 was an “unforgettable year” at the 
National Corvette Museum. In a normal year the NCM 

organizes a long list of fun and exciting activities for Corvette 
enthusiasts. In addition to all those regular activities, this 
year NCM celebrated its 20th anniversary, and the long-
awaited NCM Motorsports Park opened, giving race fans 
a challenging 3.2 mile 24-corner road course within sight 
of the NCM. But the National Corvette Museum received 
worldwide media attention when a giant sinkhole famously 
opened under the Skydome and swallowed eight historic 
Corvettes. This disaster prompted the funniest quip I heard 
from a reporter all year, “Even the Devil himself can’t resist 
the Corvette!”  

Work has already begun to fill that gapping sinkhole, the 
effort to fill it and rebuild the Skydome floor will require most 
of 2015 to complete. Of those eight “Sinkhole Corvettes” 
recovered, the least damaged Corvette, the 2008 ZR1 “Blue 
Devil,” has already been restored. The 1-millionth Corvette 
and a gorgeous black and red 1962 Corvette will begin 
restoration in 2015. The other five “Sinkhole Corvettes” 
were so heavily damaged that they are unrestorable, and 
they will be preserved in their as-recovered state. These five 

Corvettes will become part of a future display you’ll want to 
see at the NCM.

What do we have to look forward to in 2015? As I write this 
article the NCM schedule for 2015 is still coming together, 
but several events have been confirmed. On April 23-24 you 
can experience the new NCM Motorsports Park yourself 
during the NCM High Performance Drivers Education 
(HPDE), a high-speed educational event. See the new C7 
Z06, plus enjoy many more fun activities, during the NCM 
Bash on April 23-25. If you’d like to tour the spectacular 
coast of Greece & Italy with a boatload of other Corvette fans 
(seriously, a boatload of Corvette fans, no exaggeration), 
sign up for the NCM Mediterranean Cruise on June 20-27. 
Or, drive your Corvette like Zora intended when NCM returns 
to the world famous Virginia International Raceway (VIR) for 
another HPDE on June 29-30. To get more information on 
these, or any National Corvette Museum events in 2015, be 
sure to visit the NCM website, www.corvettemuseum.org. 

Stay warm. I’ll return again for the thaw in our spring issue 
with a complete calendar of tempting NCM events for 2015. 
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Above: Three wives of former MAC Chair-
men pose demurely by the fireplace. From 
left: Sharon Wilson, Sheryl Vollrath and 
Connie Hare.

Herbaugh. The Hen House Restaurant came through 
with fantastic service, as usual, and we laughed and 
had a great time all evening. An appearance by Santa 
giving out small gifts and providing plenty of fun and 
laughs was the highlight of the evening. Clearly, this 
Santa needs a helper to get dressed, as you can see!! 
We will consider hiring an “elf” next year for that task. 

Always the Best Holiday Event:

Annual Party at The Hen House by Ron Wilson

This was a good one! We had a great time. We 
had a good turn-out of twenty-seven attending, 

including our own Mike McCagh, former NCRS 
President. Also in attendance were four former 
MAC chairs Mike Hair, Tom Vollrath, KC Strawmyre, 
and myself (Ron Wilson). Chairman-elect Jerry 
Duffey was there as was former Vice Chairman, Bill 

Above: Notice that Santa has his suit on backwards 
looking for all the world like a Santa Claus skunk!

Above: Santa (our Andy Ruby) indulges in 
some shenanigans with Connie Hare, as 
Mike looks on with only mild concern.

Left: Mike McCagh 
(in red cap) seems 
wary of the gift 
Santa is about to 
bestow on him.

...and a great 
time was had 
by all!
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter
National Corvette Restorers Society

Membership Application 
and Renewal 2015

NCRS # (Required)

Corvettes (Years) Currently Owned

Email Address @

Home Phone Work/Cell Phone

City State Zip +4 -

Address

Name Spouse

Annual Calendar Year Dues - $30.00

$25.00 for 1 Year, $50.00 for 2 Years if Postmarked by Jan. 15, 2015

Make check payable to Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS and mail to:

Mid-Atlantic Chapter, NCRS
Don Harris, Treasurer
13805 Laurel Rock Ct.

Clifton, VA 20124
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5387 Royal Mile Boulevard
Salisbury, Maryland 21801-2324

Inside: 
A restoration 
field trip


